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In July 2019, the Victorian government (Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning 
DELWP) has released an issues paper on a Circular Economy for Victoria and opened it up for 
feedback to help the Victorian Government to understand the benefits and limitations of a circular 
economy in Victoria and determine which areas to prioritise for further work. From the feedback, 
DELWP will prepare a Circular Economy Policy drawing together this consultation, research and 
analysis. 
 
You can find the initial issues paper here. 
 
CEV hosted an event on 30th July 2019 to get input from the community and consolidated the 
answers to send out to DELWP. Below are the final answers that were submitted.  

 

 
Q1. Is this a useful definition of a circular economy? How would you change it? 
 
Yes, it covers all aspects, however why not just use the Ellen Macarthur Foundation’s definition? 
The diagram that accompanies the definition does not cover the biological nutrients. The definition 
needs to have a more systemic focus. There are no key principles that can be used to support the 
systemic business strategy and government legislation. 
The definition should be separated from the policy goals and outcomes. 
 
Q2. Do you think Victoria should pursue a more circular economy? Why or why not? 
 
Yes. It is compelling.  

• We cannot continue to use resources in a linear fashion. Australia’s isolation promotes 
closed loop practices and builds resilience and self-reliance.  

• As a first world country we should be leading the transition towards a more 
sustainable/circular future. It is a responsibility for wealthy nations to help developing 
nations not make the same mistakes when designing their economic development plans. 

• The circular economy is a holistic framework that allows us to move towards a sustainable 
society while maintaining and improving social, environmental, and economic value. 

 
Q3. Are there other benefits of a circular economy that should be considered in developing the 
policy? 
 

• The circular economy is advocates for renewable energy, which helps to decarbonise the 
economy, and build long term infrastructure that adds value to the economy. 

• Product stewardship principles within the circular economy help extend product life and 
retain value within the economy for longer. This has direct benefits that can be felt on a 
household level. 

• The circular economy is aligned to the Sustainable Development Goals, Paris Climate 
Agreement and other international targets. 

• Added collaboration from circular economic practices build community engagement. This 
provides a positive feedback loop for more circular collaboration. 

• The circular economy will also boost technical skill development as there will be more 
maintenance, refurbishment and remanufacturing within the value chain. 

• As a future area of innovation, circular economy promises to add tremendous value to 
markets that promote its development. 

• Benefits to ecosystems. 

• New industries. 

https://s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/hdp.au.prod.app.vic-engage.files/5115/6324/2021/A_circular_economy_for_Victoria_Issues_Paper_July2019.pdf
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Q4. Which parts of the economy, which materials, or which activities should be a priority focus for 
Victoria’s circular economic policy? Why? 
 
The most important part is to create the framework and platform for a Victorian circular economy to 
naturally develop. The key is for the entire economy to transition as like a complex system, 
everything is interrelated. 

• Transparency within the value chain 

• Mapping complexity 

• Pricing that includes environment and social costs 

• Stimulating demand for sustainable materials and products 

• Profitable markets for recyclables 

• Standardize council services to create a unified circular economy framework and platforming 
Victoria 

 
In terms of waste streams, we need to find the easy wins while we build a circular system. 

• Organic waste 

• Plastic waste 

• Construction waste 
 
Q5. What issues will the government need to consider or manage in the shift to a circular 
economy? 
 
The government needs to be a regulator and enabler. There needs to be set targets and clear 
boundaries where it steps in should the private sector step out of the circular objectives. It also 
needs to be easy to implement.  
Key problems: 

• Entrenched special interests 

• Existing behaviour within the state 

• Lack of education of systemic perspective of the circular economy 

• Little benchmarking and measuring 

• Changing governments bring changing priorities 

• Apathetic business as usual 
 
The whole life cycle/value chain needs to be considered. The policy also needs to set a clear 
transition period with a support package. 
 
Q6. Would the shift to a circular economy adversely affect your industry? How could government 
mitigate these effects? 
 
Yes, however if enabled the circular economy will provide more opportunity than adverse effects the 
economy. Detailed modelling of how the circular economy will shift value and opportunity within 
the economy will need to be done. This needs to be made clear to the public, and support needs to 
be provided to help affected industries identify new value within the circular economy. 
Industry knowledge hubs should be created to foster collaboration and learning. 
 
Q7. How do you think the Victorian Government should measure and report on progress toward a 
more circular economy? 
 
At the start we need to accurate and real time data of material and energu flows within the Victorian 
economy. After that we will need to look at benchmarks and financial indices that are aligned to 
circular economy transition. 
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• Measurements locally need to be shared outward to regional, national, and later 
international data compiling groups. 

• Possibly have Circle Economy do a circularity gap report on Melbourne or Victoria. 

• We also need to look at how we can build on current measurement systems within the 
waste and carbon markets. 

• We need benchmarks and goals. 

• Ellen Macarthur Materials Circularity Indicator. 
 
Q8. What are the most effective actions the government can take to shift Victoria to a circular 
economy? 
 

• Education and awareness 

• Gamification 

• Local focused government procurement 

• Incentives and stimulation package 

• Restriction and regulations 

• Consult industry and encourage training 

• Do something now! We can’t afford to wait. 


